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STATE OF CALIFORNIA-RESOURCES AGENCY 

DEPARTMENT OF CONSERVATION 

DIVISION OF OIL AND GAS 
1416-9th STREET, ROOM 1310 

SACRAMENTO, CALIFORNIA 95814 

(916) 445-9686 

March 12, 1982 

Mr. Alan Levin 
Director, State Programs Division 
u.s. Environmental Protection Agency 
Office of Water Supply ~msso 
401 M. Street,s.w. 
Washington, ~ 20460 

Dear Mr. Le~ 

Y.MUND G. 9ROWN JR .• Go~~ 

California Application for Primacy 
in the Regulation of Class II 
Injection Wells Pursuant to 
Section 1425 of the SDWA 

I need to vent my frustration in writing. As you know, we submitted 

our application for primacy for Class II wells in California to the 

Regional Office on April 20, 1981. Since that time, we have had 

several meetings with Nathan Lau of the Regional Office to respond 

to questions regarding our application. We feel we have always 

responded to those questions in a timely and adequate fashion, no 

matter how trivial the question. Lau has always seemed satisfied, 

although we never received any formal request, acceptance, or rejec

tion of the material we have submitted. 

One session on September 17, 1981, was spent responding to questions 

raised by Phillip Tate in a July 16, 1981 memo to Bill Thurston. 

Following that session, things more or less came to a standstill. 

Response to our calls to the Regional Office regarding the status of 

our application and concern with the way things were progressing were 

always of a sympathetic and courteous nature, but nothing happened. 

This inaction prompted my call to you in January. 

Your prompt action generated some response from the Regional Office. 

A meeting was set for February 10 and then postponed and held on 

February 17. At that session, we again discussed the MOU and responded 

to some concerns about some of our aquifer exemptions. At that time, I 

also asked for and received a hand-written schedule of events that were 

to occur over the next four months that would culminate with delegation 

of Primacy on June 28, 1982. 

The results of that session were encouraging -- then the ultimate 

fiasco occurred. I received a draft letter from Lau asking us to 

respond to the questionsthat Phillip Tate had raised in his July 16, 

1981 letter. These were questions we had responded to at sessions 
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held some seven months ago. 

I immediately called Lau and told him that sending such a letter nine 
months after the questions had been raised made them look extremely 
foolish. But more importantly, that it is completely frustrating to 
me and my staff who have spent many hours on this project with apparently 
little headway being made. As a result of our talk, he has agreed not 
to send such a letter, but to meet with us on March 16, 1982 and get any 
information in writing that he needs to complete our application to his 
satisfaction. Hopefully, we are on the path to resolution of the prob
lem, but I sometimes feel that our dealings with the Region Nine Office 
are going in ever-expanding circles. 

Fer your information and record, I a~ enclosing a copy of our applica
tion minus two volumes of aquifer exemption material, the Phillip Tate 
letter with some pertinent comments in the margins, Alan Hager's letter 
in response to some of the Tate questions, and Lau's draft letter of 
March 10, 1987. 

Sincerely, 

Gas Supervisor 

MGM:iw 

Enclosures 
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INJEC 
STAR1 

4/67 

2/52 
)/78 
8/64 

7/57 

1,. 0 

1/75 

7/75 

7/77 
7/77 
1/69 

NONHYDROCARBON-PRODUCING ZONE INJECTION DATA 

FORMATION & ZONE 
TDS OF ZONE WATER 
PRIOR TO INJECTION 

...___..;.;.~--"-'"~~'"":"':-:- -.:.+~~e- ---:lR~e::'ip'l"Ee!'it:'ttxor--~--~-----~---:J~O~,=i8~9*9~ 

l.alteugee 
Alpha 1 37,280 

12,500 
3avtelle P~eate 25 9 5QQ 

~-~al Beach----- - --lB~.e:-J~~e~t:::-1t:-ter-~------------,22-J99-,,.;7~0~0:t-

ReseRt ~aRas 30,200 

;........- '.;' .:.lmir.gton----- -~C:7!a:rtS5ifl'Htlrll:<----------------~2~8~,.-i2~Q~QJ

_. __ J_. ·---- ----fRHi:-~:vP!."e~:r-€Si"!':r":!la:<J:;;'@e±l-ss----------...::3~8~.~g;.t:QH+O 

p::::'i 
:::z 
::::2 

Rarr:ona 
South Tapo Canyon 
Oat Hountain 
Sird 

Pi co 
Pi co 
Undiff. 
Sespe 

5,000 
1,900 ppm NaCl 

4,800 
4,300 

3---~~------- - Knox ville 30,580 

3 Lampe e ----- ----:bLee-ssve---------------:±::L.Y9-;;-,tJ0tJ8tJ-0 

3- Le~130e Kri6Xoille 30,§00 

3 R~soell Raneh --~B~F~a~t~te~l~t~G~a~r~.,~cra~--------------------~1~3,~ 

I 3 San Ardo Santa Margarita 3, 700 
II Monterey "D" Sand 4, 600 
II Monterey "E" Sand 6,400 

3 5 an ffi-Ha 'fia 'lalley-...;Lhe~ss--p1'>1e~Ff"<:;:-i"'la'¥l1l'Hl e""iHS'l1'e"1'al'ri1!:-""-------·-±1±1~9 .,., gg.gQH.g 

~3 Monroe Swell Sartta Margarita 3,700 ppm NaCl 

3 Pe~at Goneeption -----~C~a~m~i~a~e~G~i~e4l~a----------------~--~2~6r.,~2~0~0 

}--~ -- - ----±"Fi"'r~&rft'tee~is!il'<ee:-:aa'i:rJa-4 ------------53B8-:-,~§tt8&-0 

TDS OF 
INJECTED WATER 

15,300 ppm NaC1 
600 ppm NaC1 

23,800 ppm NaC1 
25,500 ppm NaCl 

5,600 
5,600 
5,600 

9,600 

VOLUME 
INJECTED 
(Barrels) 

1,793,000 
1,903,000 

91,000 
695,000 

81,800,000 
13,795,000 

6,057,000 

? 

·4 Belle•ol:lC Eeeheged:n z6,500 (Analysis from adjacent fide) 

4- Y e 11€-VUe-,--:tk&t-- - -- -_!"'f.,z uU:ll;a::r;rl:1e::---------------:t12-£ -;-<, 0&0&0&~~ 

It;.-~-"---·~----------- ----Et-efte.g 26,§00 (i'lftalysis f=rsm aajaeeRt field) 

~4 Blackwell's Corner Tumey 2,100 -2,600* 29,000 ppm NaCl 

g n::4 Buena Vista Tulare 9,200 5,300-36,500 

4-- Gel CaHal 'fttlen:-e San JeaEtnin Exeess of 10, 880* 22,899 

400,000 
50,798,000 

537,000 

4--~n-fi.e±fr-Pcnneh-- Etehegein 0'12, 880 26,588 (fmalpis frem aeljaesR!:: f!e.J ~s) 

;·•"E" ·log calculation 
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9 
5 
5 
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4 
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3 
3 

FIELD FORMATION & ZONE 
TDS OF ZONE WATER 
PR!OR TO INJECTION 

TDS OF 
INJECTED WATER 

VOLUME 
INJECTED 
"(Barrels) 

1[5 Guijarral Hills Etchegoin-Jacalitos 9,400 20,500 931,000 

5 Helm Santa ~hlrl5arit:a 35,900 (143, 000,880 

ulS II Tulare-Kern River 5,100-23,900 11,600-43,400 ( 

5-- Jaeabi:-t--os --- -- - Etehegein .:Faealites J3 • 7 4 9 5, 500 (el only) 180, Be&---

5 Xet~l~r~~ D~em~e~8~aHn~J~e~a~~~u~ia~E~t~e~h~e~g~e~i~a~----------~l~Q~,
~Q~Q~Q----_,2~3~,~8~0B0~31~,2~0~0~--------~4~8~7~9~Q~Sh,~Q~Q~O-

~- -Rai-B-i-B--GUy--- - - --PtLl:!:--J:B. oe-<ee;e:HR::t-Ee::-------------.r.l-e2.-li ~St~-GGY=-3:~<''+-: .-4, G.t1GJ\0::J-

·5 Saata H:a::rgarHa 35,980 U.ft&lys-i~m-Helm fisld) 

·m:.s Riverdale Pliocene 4, 788-16,200 

" ---iSS1a:'tlx:r11CI:1:arll4tfa:Hr~g~eiir:'::li:-t:t:-oar-----------:33-!§5-,:-19~0~
0H(~.~s fJEom Relm field) 

5-----&a~ft---- Pliaeene 17 ,10&--

(72,626,000 
( 

] 

.. 

§ San Jcta-Ef\:J.":i:fl-;-Ne-i:th>lest Basal HeGh:ire 99, SBS 

:m;.5 Turk Anticline San Joaquin 3, 700- 4, 440 
18,5QQ 

9,500- 9,800 
Test uell as iaj ee-t-i\ 

466,000 

.~6 Bunker Gas Undiff. 1,200 

~~mes Gas ----~Kci~e~li~e~------------ 16,800 

a Grimes,~~;-Gass--~l~Z1~·e~~~•e~------------------------~3
~4~,0~0~0TT~' 

·6 La Ileftdn~ APY~ea~)~T~.~~~~u~e~r~a~s~----------------------~4~1~,0~0~07-

'6 Lath-roj_r&ocrs--- 15,400~ 

~ River Break Gas Capay 6,900* 

6 Rsl3 el:? t s I s±ttftti-· '}a~3'r-4:UrrirtxdHi::if~f'-:.~-~~---------3lrt6l-::,:-t0l'EOt€014-. 

~ Sutter Buttes Gas Kione 2,500 

IITb Union Island Gas Mokelumne River 5,000-6,000* 

l£6 Wild Goose Undiff. 2,800-5,000* 

* "E" log calculation 

11,000 

7,000 

4,600-23,000 
7,800 

21,400 

388,000 

93,000 

644,000 
4 71,000 
823,000 

'· 

), 


